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The present invention relates to a cooling tower support grid for supporting 
s ?iash bars. 
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1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A cooling tower support grid, comprising: 

a lattice frame having a first series of bars which intersect a second series 
c bars to form a plurality of openings; 

splash bar retaining clips integrally formed as part of the Iat;ice frame 
€ ctending in opposed relation into ea ch of the opening s two laterally adjacerv. openings -o* 
c : the lattice frame: and <• 

each of the retaining clips having a resilient finger angled upwardly and 
te rminating in a downwardly bent portion . «• 

2. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim < , wherein 
t je first series of bars are in parallel spaced relation and the second series »rf bars are 
ii parallel spaced relation. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 1 , wherein 
t ie clips have a lower retainer. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 3, wherein 
\ :ie lower retainer is a lip. 

5. (CANCELED) 

6. (CANCELED) 

7. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 1 , wherein 
« iach of the clips extends from one of the first series of bars above and ir ^mediately 
; djacent to one of the second series of bars. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Clainr 1 , wherein 
; n upper peripheral edge of the lattice frame has an integrally formed hook thereby the 
I ^ttice frame is suspended, 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A cooling tower support grid, comprising: 

a lattice frame having a first series of parallel bars which intersect a 
second series of parallel bars to form a plurality of openings; 

splash bar retaining clips integrally formed as part of the lattice frame 
extending in opposed relation into each of the openings t wo laterally adjacent openings 
vfthe lattice frame , each of the clips extending from one of the first series of t>ars above <• 
md immediately adjacent to one of the second series of bars, each of the cJips having 
5 lower retainer lip and a resilient finger which is angled upwardly and tern»inates in a 
downwardly bent portion. 
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10. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim ! J, wherein 
a j upper peripheral edge of the lattice frame has an integrally formed hook whereby the 
Is ctice frame is suspended. 

11. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim wherein 
alower peripheral edge of the lattice frame has depending tabs with openings whereby 
tl e lattice frame is secured in position by extending fasteners through the openings. 

12. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim wherein 
ti e lattice frame is combined with a plurality of cooling tower splash bars, each of the 
splash bars comprising: 

an elongate channel-form body having a first end, a second €:nd, and a 
F yrality of flow-through apertures; 

the downwardly bent portion of the resilient finger engaging :>ne of the 
p urality of flow-through apertures. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 12, wherein 
tl ie body has a first longitudinal edge and a second longitudinal edge, bo ;h the first 
longitudinal edge and the second longitudinal edge having outwardly Drotruding 
e ngagement lips. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 1 3, wherein 
t-*e engagement lips are positioned between opposed ones of the lower retainer lips 
c id the one of the second series of bars immediately adjacent to the clips. 

1 5. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 12, wherein 
t te body is a "C" channel 

16. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 12, wherein 
t'ie first end of each body has male members and the second end of each body has 
f *male members adapted to receive in mating relation the male members whereby 
s averal of the bodies can be joined in end to end relation. 

17. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 16, wherein 
each of the male members terminates in an engagement member and each of the 
f ?male members terminates in a locking recess adapted to receive the ©rsgagement 
Member, whereby each of the male members remain engaged with t~ie female 
Members until sufficient force is applied to cause the engagement member to be 
t ^leased from the locking recess, 
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18. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim wherein 
several male members are positioned along the first longitudinal edge ard several 
ff male receptacles are positioned along the second longitudinal edge, whereby a pair 

0 '• bodies can be secured in face to face relation by inserting the male members of each 
c the pair of bodies into the female receptacles of the other of the pair of bodies. 

19. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Ciaim % wherein 
tl e lattice frame is combined with a plurality of cooling tower splash bars, each of the 
s alash bars comprising: 

an elongate "C" channel body having a first end, a second *>nd, a first 
I* ngitudinal edge, a second longitudinal edge and a plurality of flow-through apertures, 
tcrth the first longitudinal edge and the second longitudinal edge having outwardly 
protruding engagement lips; 

the engagement lips being positioned between opposed ones cf the lower 
r ijtainer Hps and the one of the second series of bars immediately adjacent to the clips, 
\ ~ith the downwardly bent portion of each of the resilient fingers engaging one of the 
f ilurality of flow-through apertures. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 9, wherein 
He lattice frame is combined with a plurality of cooling tower splash bars, * sach of the 
r plash bars comprising: 

an elongate M C" channel body having a first end, a second 3nd, a first 

1 wgitudinal edge, a second longitudinal edge and a plurality of flow-through apertures, 
i everal mate members being positioned along the first longitudinal edge end several 

srnale members being positioned along the second longitudinal edge; 

a pair of bodies secured in face to face relation by inserting the male 
members of each of the pair of bodies into the female receptacles of the other of the 
;>air of bodies, the downwardly bent portion of each of the resilient fingers engaging one 
>f the plurality of flow-through apertures to hold the pair of bodies in position. 

21. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 1 9, wherein 
he first end of each body has male members and the second end of eacn body has 
emale members adapted to receive in mating relation the male members whereby 
several of the bodies can be joined in end to end relation. 

■'BAI3-KS6PM 
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22. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 2' , wherein 
e tch of the male members terminates in an engagement member and esich of the 
ft male members terminates in a locking recess adapted to receive the engagement 
rromber, whereby each of the male members remain engaged with the female 
rr ambers until sufficient force is applied to cause the engagement member to be 
r< -leased from the locking recess. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 1*5, wherein 
ttie body has a first longitudinal edge and a second longitudinal edge and there are 
tt :ree male members: a first male member protruding from the first longitudinal edge, 
a -second male member protruding from the second longitudinal edge and a third male 
member positioned intermediate the first male member and the second trials member. 

24. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower support grid as defined in Claim 2 ^ wherein 
e ach of the male members terminates in an engagement member and e;ich of the 
f* male members terminates in a locking recess adapted to receive the engagement 
member, whereby each of the male members remain engaged with the female 
p-«embers until sufficient force is applied to cause the engagement menr ber to be 
r leased from the locking recess. 

25. (ORIGINAL) A cooling tower splash bar, comprising: 

an elongate channel-form body having a first end, a second t.*nd, a first 
I* ingitudinal edge, a second longitudinal edge and a plurality of flow-through apertures; 

both the first longitudinal edge and the second longitudinal ecge having 
outwardly protruding engagement lips. 

26. (ORIGINAL) A cooling tower splash bar, comprising: 

an elongate channel-form body having a first end, a second <3nd, a first 
I -ngitudinal edge, a second longitudinal edge and a plurality of flow-through apertures; 

the first end of each body has male members and the second end of each 
I ody has female members adapted to receive in mating relation the male members 
\ ^hereby several of the bodies can be joined in end to end relation, 

27. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower splash bar as defined in Claim 28, wherein 
t ach of the male members terminates in an engagement member and each of the 
1 smale members terminates in a locking recess adapted to receive the engagement 
-Member, whereby each of the male members remain engaged with Ihe female 
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vt embers until sufficient force is applied to cause the engagement merrber to be 
nleased from the locking recess, 

28. (ORIGINAL) The cooling tower splash bar as defined in Claim 2 7 , wherein 
tl ere are three male members: a first male member protruding from the first longitudinal 
eige, a second male member protruding from the second longitudinal edge and a third 
r ale member positioned intermediate the first male member and the second male 
r ember. 

29. (ORIGINAL) A cooling tower splash bar, comprising: 

an elongate channel-form body having a first end, a second *?nd, a first 
I .-ngitudinal edge, a second longitudinal edge and a plurality of flow-throughrapertures; 
rnd 

several male members being positioned along the first longitudinal edge 
c Tid several female receptacles being positioned along the second longitudinal edge, 
vtiereby a pair of bodies can be secured in face to face relation by inserting the male 
i members of each of the pair of bodies into the female receptacle of the othei of the pair 
< f bodies. 
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